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The Human Development Center (HDC) was 
established in 1974 as Louisiana’s University 
Center of Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities, one of a network of 67 UCEDDs 
across the country. 
 

Our mission is to strengthen and increase the 
capacity of local communities to support and 
include individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families in all aspects of 
life in the community.  

HDC Mission 

This project is funded in part by a 
grant from the Louisiana Department 

of Education  
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What are unique  
communication needs? 

   
Most students use listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing to communicate.  
Some student, because of disabilities in 
hearing, seeing, thinking, and moving 
require alternative means.  
 
 Communication disorders are considered 

a high-incidence disabilities. Approximately 
20% of children receiving special education 
services are receiving services for 
communication disorders. This estimate does 
not include children who receive services for 
communication disorders that are secondary 
to other conditions such as deafness and 
blindness.  

 

 More than one-half (55.2%) of all 3-, 4-, and 
5-year olds with a disability receive services 
for communication disorders. 

 

 Augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC) is an umbrella term that encompasses 
communication methods used to supplement 
or replace listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing for those with impairments in the 
comprehension or production  of spoken and 
written language. 

 

 AAC systems are diverse: unaided 
communication uses no equipment and 
includes signing and body language while 
aided approaches use external tools. 

 

 Students with hearing and vision losses may 
use assistive technology to communicate.   
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Collaborative Faculty 

Michael C. Norman, Director, LSU Health New  

Orleans 

Meher Banajee, LSU Health New Orleans 

Anne Dardis, St. Tammany Parish Public 
Schools 

Rose Angelocci, UNO Training, Resource & 
Assistive Technology Center 

Kristyn W. Tramel, Lousteau & Cecola Ear, Nose  
& Throat  
Linda Frantz, The Bright School New Orleans 

Shelley Chesney, Chesney Center Therapies, 
LLC 

Rana Ottallah, Louisiana Hands & Voices, Guide 
by Your Side 

Theresa Nicholls, Jefferson Parish Public 
Schools 

Tonja Jarrel, St. Tammany Parish Public Schools 
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