What are unique
communication needs?

Most students use listening, speaking,
reading, and writing to communicate.
Some student, because of disabilities in
hearing, seeing, thinking, and moving
require alternative means.

Communication disorders are considered
a high-incidence disabilities. Approximately
20% of children receiving special education
services are receiving services for
communication disorders. This estimate does
not include children who receive services for
communication disorders that are secondary
to other conditions such as deafness and
blindness.

More than one-half (55.2%) of all 3-, 4-, and
5-year olds with a disability receive services
for communication disorders.

Augmentative and alternative communication
(AAC) is an umbrella term that encompasses
communication methods used to supplement
or replace listening, speaking, reading, and
writing for those with impairments in the
comprehension or production of spoken and
written language.

AAC systems are diverse: unaided
communication uses no equipment and
includes signing and body language while
aided approaches use external tools.

Students with hearing and vision losses may
use assistive technology to communicate.

HDC Mission

The Human Development Center (HDC) was
established in 1974 as Louisiana’s University
Center of Excellence in Developmental
Disabilities, one of a network of 67 UCEDDs
across the country.
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Our mission is to strengthen and increase the
capacity of local communities to support and
include individuals with developmental
disabilities and their families in all aspects of
life in the community.
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Visit the CSUCN website at
http://www.hdc.lsuhsc.edu/csucn
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